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BERLIN IS CHOSEN 
OR 1957 F and O 


A midwestern university campus has been 
osen as the site of the 1957 nation-wide in- 
rdenominational conference on “The Nature 
f the Unity We Seek.” It will take place at 
berlin, Ohio, September 3 to 10, 1957, under 
€ sponsorship of the United States Conference 
t the World Council of Churches, with the 
ooperation of the National Council of the 
hurches of Christ in the U.S.A. and the Cana- 
ian Council of Churches. 

The preparatory study will be set up on re- 
ional lines: sixteen area commissions, each with 
Ss own local chairman and secretary. These 
al commissions will undertake group study 
f specific phases of the general theme, upon 
hich they will report to the conference. Com- 
unities in which it is expected preliminary 
tudy groups will be set up include the San 
fancisco Bay area (Calif.); Austin (Texas); 
askatoon (Sask.); Minneapolis and St. Paul 
Minn.); Princeton-Madison (N.J.); Toronto- 
amilton-Kingston (Ont.); Nashville (Tenn.) ; 
ew York; Chicago; Seattle (Wash. ) ; Durham- 
aleigh (N.C.); Boston (Mass.); Honolulu 
(T.H.); Pittsburgh-Cleveland (Ohio) ; St. Louis 
(Mo.); Washington, D.C. 

Study plans will include cooperation with 
ouncils of churches, which exist in practically 
every American community, and also theologi- 
cal seminaries. 
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WORK CAMPS 


Thirty Ecumenical Work Camps in 22 countries 
are being planned for the spring and summer 
of 1956 by the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches. This is a program of vol- 
untary service of sharing in the common life 
of a Christian community for youth between 
18 and 30 years of age (19 for camps abroad). 
Applicants from the U.S. apply to Ecumenical 
Voluntary Service Projects, United Student 
Christian Council, 156 Fifth Ave., New York. 


WHAT HAPPENED IN 1955 


In the summer of 1954, at the Evanston As- 
sembly, the World Council, born in Amsterdam, 
Holland, in 1948, definitely came of age. The 
last year has been characterized by the setting 
up of long-term cooperative projects which will 
blaze the future path of ecumenical progress. 
The emphasis is no longer on whether the 
churches can work together; the concern has 
rather been to discover the most urgent areas 
for common endeavor. 


Missions of Fellowship 


The World Council has dared to send its 
representatives into the world’s worst trouble 
spots, to bring evidence of ecumenical solidarity, 
and to offer whatever help could be given on 
behalf of the member churches. 

One evidence of this was when Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert reported to the World Council's 
Executive Committee at the beginning of the 
year concerning the interdenominational and 
multi-racial conference in Johannesburg, on “The 
Extension of the Kingdom of God in Multi- 
Racial South Africa.” Dr. Cavert attended the 
conference to represent the World Council, and 
the concern of the whole Christian world in the 
problem with which the churches there are 
struggling. 

A somewhat parallel situation arose later in 
the year, when on September 6 Istanbul mobs 
destroyed and desecrated most of the Orthodox 
churches and church institutions of that city. 
Immediately upon receipt of the reports, and 
even before full news dispatches were available, 
Dr. Ray Maxwell, a staff member at the Geneva 
headquarters, flew to Istanbul to survey the 
situation and consult with church leaders as to 
what help might be needed. Later a five-man 
“mission of fellowship” was sent to the Ecu- 
menical Patriarch in Istanbul, and reported to 
both Geneva and New York. 


Witness in the U.N. 


The Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, acting on behalf of both the 
World Council and the International Missionary 
Council, throughout the year kept in closest 
touch with United Nations affairs. It made a 
point of being present where international 
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negotiations were in session—for instance, f 
the meeting of the heads of government 
Geneva in July and for the conference on 
peaceful uses of atomic energy, for whi 
world-wide observance of intercessory 
was also organized. 

Staff members have been in constant 
with delegates to the U.N., making kno 
them the position of the churches on spéc 
matters, in so far as a definite position has be 
voiced by the Commission’s parent bodies 
the member churches. 4 

The Central Committee, at Davos, Switz 
land, last summer sent a carefully drafted me 
sage to the Patriarch of Moscow, declining t 
Patriarch’s suggestion that the World Coun 
participate in the World Peace Council, a 
reaffirming, instead, their intention of worki 
along the lines indicated in the document px 
pared by the Commission of the Churches 
International Affairs entitled “Disarmament a 
Peaceful Change.” The letter also express 
cordial hopes for increasing contacts betwe 
the churches of the East and West. 


“Bread, Freedom and Dignity” 


The Council's newly organized Division 
Studies has assumed special responsibility 
relation to such “areas of rapid social chang 
as Asia, Africa and Latin America. With t 
help of a substantial grant (the major part — 
a total gift of $260,000 to the World Coun: 
of Churches from John D. Rockefeller) t: 
Division is setting up a three-year survey 
the problems of “bread, freedom and dignit 
as they concern people on every continent, 

The study, carried’on through the Study Div 
sion’s Department of Church and Society, wi 
be closely integrated with several units of t 
Council, such as the Division of Interchur' 
Aid, the Department of Missionary Studies ai 
the Commission of the Churches on Interr 
tional Affairs. 


“The Unity We Seek” | 


The Faith and Order department aims 
“concentrate on the numerous problems creat 
by our confessional, institutional estrangemer 
one from another.” Eight theological comm 


- 
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sions, with membership in seventeen countries, 
are studying specific aspects of these questions. 
During the past year preparations have gotten 
well under way for a North American Confer- 
ence on “The Nature of the Unity We Seek” 
to be held on the Oberlin campus, September 3 
to 10, 1957. Bishop Angus Dun is chairman 
and Dr. Paul Minear is acting as Secretary for 
Study and Program. Sixteen local commissions, 
each designated to study particular aspects of 
the theme, have been set up in sixteen key 
cities throughout the United States and Canada. 
Co-sponsoring the Conference with the US. 
Conference for the World Council of Churches 
are the Canadian Council of Churches and the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U'S.A. 


“World Needs and World Strategy” 


A year-end report of the Division of Inter- 
church Aid and Service to Refugees indicates 
that “in 1955 the combined actions of the 
churches through ecumenical, confessional and 
national bodies for all forms of inter-church 
aid, refugee service, and inter-mission aid will 
exceed even the 1954 figure of $33,000,000. 
This includes Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
in all parts of the world. 

A consultation on “World Needs and World 
Strategy” was held in June at Les Rasses, Switz- 
erland. 

Among the needs in Europe, those of the 
churches of East Germany have continued to 
have a high priority. A large share of the help 
going to them comes through the churches in 
West Germany. Pastors, deaconesses and other 
church workers in West Germany have given 
liberally from their meager salaries to help their 
co-workers in the East. Natural disasters such 
as earthquakes, floods and drought have called 
for help in Greece and Yugoslavia. Refugees, 
both in camps and out, have received assistance 
jin Austria, Belgium, Germany, Greece, France, 
Italy and Turkey. During 1955, 12,284 refugees 
were resettled. 

In Asia there has been an increasing en- 
deavor to work out a program, in cooperation 
with the mission interests, which does justice 
both to emergency needs and to the long-term 
projects that involve supplying personnel, giv- 
ing technical assistance and materials, or work- 


ing out self-help projects, in an ecumenical 
framework. Indonesia, Palestine, Germany and 
Kenya have presented special and continuing 
problems. 

Students from forty member churches of the 
WCC. are studying under ecumenical scholar- 
ships in twelve countries. Included are seven 
students from non-member churches. Support 
of the program comes from member churches 
offering tuition and board in their colleges and 
seminaries. During the 1954-55 academic year 
124 students from twenty-six countries com- 
pleted scholarship study in fourteen countries. 

ECLOF, the ecumenical loan society, which 
helps churches through a revolving fund, ap- 
pealed for funds. ECLOF has granted 400 loans 
to needy churches at low interest to build places 
of worship, parish centers, homes for the aged, 
youth centers, etc. 


Ecumenical Leaders for Tomorrow 


At the Ecumenical Institute at Chateau de 
Bossey, near Geneva, Switzerland, three special 
courses, lasting two to three weeks, were held 
during the summer: for missionaries on fur- 
lough, for theological students, and for laymen. 
In addition, as usual, a number of short con- 
ferences for specific interest groups were or- 
ganized. 

Thirty-three graduate students, including nine 
Americans, are enrolled for the Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies, conducted in association 
with the theological faculty of the University 
of Geneva (October 1, 1955 to February 15, 
1956). 


What Is “Wholeness’’? 


At the Davos meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee, the chairmen of the Division of Ecu- 
menical Action (Department of Laity, Coopera- 
tion of Men and Women, Youth, and the Ecu- 
menical Institute), said that the “wholeness of 
the Church” can be achieved only when every 
member of the Church—men and women, 
young and old, laity and clergy—makes his or 
her full contribution to the Church’s life and 
work and witness. The Rev. Francis House is 
the new Director of the Division which is seek- 
ing new ways to implement this objective. 

The Youth Department has continued its 
program of ecumenical work camps in eighteen 


ee 


WHAT HAPPENED IN 1955 


In the summer of 1954, at the Evanston As- 
sembly, the World Council, born in Amsterdam, 
Holland, in 1948, definitely came of age. The 
last year has been characterized by the setting 
up of long-term cooperative projects which will 
blaze the future path of ecumenical progress. 
The emphasis is no longer on whether the 
churches can work together; the concern has 
rather been to discover the most urgent areas 
for common endeavor. 


Missions of Fellowship 


The World Council has dared to send its 
representatives into the world’s worst trouble 
spots, to bring evidence of ecumenical solidarity, 
and to offer whatever help could be given on 
behalf of the member churches. 

One evidence of this was when Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert reported to the World Council's 
Executive Committee at the beginning of the 
year concerning the interdenominational and 
multi-racial conference in Johannesburg, on “The 
Extension of the Kingdom of God in Multi- 
Racial South Africa.” Dr. Cavert attended the 
conference to represent the World Council, and 
the concern of the whole Christian world in the 
problem with which the churches there are 
struggling. 

A somewhat parallel situation arose later in 
the year, when on September 6 Istanbul mobs 
destroyed and desecrated most of the Orthodox 
churches and church institutions of that city. 
Immediately upon receipt of the reports, and 
even before full news dispatches were available, 
Dr. Ray Maxwell, a staff member at the Geneva 
headquarters, flew to Istanbul to survey the 
situation and consult with church leaders as to 
what help might be needed. Later a five-man 
“mission of fellowship” was sent to the Ecu- 
menical Patriarch in Istanbul, and reported to 
both Geneva and New York. 


Witness in the U.N. 


The Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, acting on behalf of both the 
World Council and the International Missionary 
CounciJ, throughout the year kept in closest 
touch with United Nations affairs. It made a 
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negotiations were in session—for instance 
the meeting of the heads of government 
Geneva in July and for the conference on 
peaceful uses of atomic energy, for w 
world-wide observance of intercessory 
was also organized. 

Staff members have been in constant t 
with delegates to the U.N., making know 
them the position of the churches on spé 
matters, in so far as a definite position has be 
voiced by the Commission’s parent bodies 
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The Central Committee, at Davos, Switz 
land, last summer sent a carefully drafted m 
sage to the Patriarch of Moscow, declining t 
Patriarch’s suggestion that the World Cou 
participate in the World Peace Council, ¢ 
reaffirming, instead, their intention of worki 
along the lines indicated in the document p 
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cordial hopes for increasing contacts betw 
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his includes Protestant, Anglican and Orthodox 
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courses, lasting two to three weeks, were held 
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lough, for theological students, and for laymen. 
In addition, as usual, a number of short con- 
ferences for specific interest groups were or- 
ganized. 

Thirty-three graduate students, including nine 
Americans, are enrolled for the Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies, conducted in association 
with the theological faculty of the University 
of Geneva (October 1, 1955 to February 15, 
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menical Institute), said that the “wholeness of 
the Church” can be achieved only when every 
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CHURCH 
in yourWILL 


The Joint Department of Stewardship and 
Benevolence of the National Council of 
Churches is sponsoring in the years 1956 and 
1957 an Emphasis on “Remember the Church 
in Your Will.” Friends of the World Council 
who desire to perpetuate by a legacy their in- 
terest in the Ecumenical Movement may use 
this simple form of bequest: 

I give and bequeath to the Friends of the World 
Council of Churches, Inc., incorporated under the 
Laws of the State of New York, the sum of 


Dollars ($ ) 
to be applied to the use and purpose of said 
corporation. 


(Attested signature) 


PENTECOST | 
MATERIALS 
READY 


be ae em haat me ray 


Pentecost, 1956, falls on May 20 (June 24 is 
the Eastern Orthodox churches.) Theme: “Th 
Wholeness of the Church.” Everyone seems t 
like the 1956 three-color Pentecost poster an: 
the bulletin covers. You'll be intrigued with ¢ 
miniatures of the poster in twelve language 
We have a new and appropriate film-strip 4 
worship service to suggest, and for the first tim 
have prepared some materials especially fe 
children. Pentecost packets now ready, 50¢ each 
$1.00 brings one for the minister and one t 
circulate to Sunday school superintendent, leac 
ers of the laymen’s, women’s and youth grow 
the organist, etc, offering inspiring ideas ff 
observing this “third great festival of the Chri: 


tian year.” 
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untries. It has also set up a new program of 
cumenical projects.” Under this program youth 
roups make known their needs for help to 
fry out some Christian project in their own 
untry. At the same time they survey the 
sted needs of youth groups in other countries 
D see at what points they can be on the “giving 


The World Council of Churches and its sister 
umenical body, the International Missionary 

ncil, continue to grow into closer associa- 
on. Over half the work of the W.C.C. is now 
arried on in functional cooperation with the 


a. 


ew Members 


Two new members were accepted into the 
ellowship of the World Council: the 50,000- 
hember Evangelical Church of Augsburgian 
onfession in Teschen, Czechoslovakia, and the 
ational Baptist Convention of America (un- 

orporated), with over 2,600,000 members. 
plan was also developed whereby national 
hristian councils and national councils of 
thurches may have official status as “associated 
ouncils” of the W.C.C. 


New Buildings 

Plans were developed for a $750,000 head- 
quarters building program to provide office fa- 
cilities, chapel and library to supplement the 
present very inadequate Geneva buildings. It is 
hoped to raise this amount before the tenth 
anniversary of the World Council in 1958. 
$300,000 will be sought from denominations, 
$450,000 from foundations and individuals. 
Gifts to the fund are being accepted in memory 
of some of the “ecumenical pioneers” who were 
influential in the formative years of the move- 
ment. 


Budgets 

The general budget for the World Council 
in 1955 was $446,500 and for 1956 is expected 
to be $453,000. The Division of Interchurch 
Aid has an additional budget of its own; 
$725,000 is authorized for 1956. 


Vale 


The year was saddened by the death on Janu- 
ary 31 of honorary president Dr. John R. Mott, 
Nobel prize winner, prophet and pioneer of 
the ecumenical movement, at the age of 88. 
Services were held in the First Methodist Church 
of Orlando, Florida, and he was buried in the 
chapel of St. Joseph of Arimathea in the Wash- 
ington Cathedral. 


ECUMENICAL PRAYERS 


"Let Us Unite in Prayer” is the subtitle of 
the small booklet of prayers, THE ECUMENICAL 

BAR, just prepared by the World Council of 
ihurches. In its 16 pages there is a prayer for 
tach month: 


anuary—For the Unity of God’s People 
*ebruary—For Christian Fellowship 

arch—For All Missionaries 

\pril—For World Peace 
‘Mlay—For the Renewal of the Church 
}une—For Christian Youth 
) uly—For the Harmony of God’s Family 
jAugust—For the Church in the Midst of Social 


jNoyember—For Compassion for the Suffering 
)Yecember—For the Whole Church. 


Some of the prayers are ancient, some new. 
It is printed in blue on two-tone blue and white 
stock, and may be had with or without a 1956 
calendar on the back cover. The size, 314 x 5%, 
is just right for envelope enclosure. Sample 
copy, 10¢. $6 per hundred. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The 
Council unites 164 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 47 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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Hold Ecumenical Meeting 
in Southern Hemisphere 


The Executive Committee of the World 
Council of Churches will meet in Gilbulla, 
Australia, February 6 to 11. Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry of New Rochelle, New York, will preach 
at a great interdenominational worship service 
to be held in Town Hall, Sydney, on February 5, 
in connection with this first major ecumenical 
meeting ever to be held in the southern hemi- 
sphere. 

Other prominent American churchmen who 
will attend the meeting of the Executive Com- 
mittee are: Dr. Eugene Carson Blake (Presby- 
terian, U.S.A.), Philadelphia, Pa.; Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam (Methodist), Washington, 
D. C.; Dr. Liston Pope (Congregationalist) , 
New Haven, Conn.; Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, 
Director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, New York City. 

Dr. Fry is the chairman of both the Execu- 
tive Committee and the larger Central Com- 
mittee of 90, which make the policy for the 
World Council between its Assemblies. The 
Executive Committee members are chosen from 
the Central Committee, and it acts on behalf 
of the larger body. 

Australian churches are making important 
plans in connection with the World Council 
Executive meeting. These include a series of 
popular meetings and addresses by ecumenical 
church leaders, ranging from short talks in 
public places such as department stores, to a 
mammoth Festival of Faith on the Royal Sydney 
Show Ground. The Festival of Faith will be 
attended by Australia’s Prime Minister Robert 
Gordon Menzies, and is expected to bring a 
crowd of 75,000 Australians. 

Searchlights will make the Cross of St. An- 
drew in the sky above Sydney nightly, from 
the time of the arrival of the visitors. 

At Gilbulla, a conference center 35 miles 
from Sydney, Executive Committee members 
will give their attention to whether an Asian 
or German site will be chosen for the 1960 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 
Progress on the World Council studies on Pro- 
selytism and Religious Liberty, and Christian 
Responsibility for Areas of Rapid Social Change 
will be reported, and the expanded operation 
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Madeleine Barot of F 
of the World Counci 
partment on Coopera 
Men and Women in Ch 
and Society. 

For over ten years 
Turnbull has been dire 
of Windham House, the national graduate t 
ing center for women of the Episcopal Chure 
New York City, and has also been a part 
lecturer in religious education at Union Theol 
cal Seminary and General Theological Se 
New York. 

She was graduated from Goucher Colleg 
Baltimore, majoring in economics and 
and received her M.A. in religious education f 
Teachers’ College in 1940. She has done g 
study at Union Theological Seminary, Wind 
House, Episcopal Theological School in C 
bridge, Massachusetts, and at St. Margaret's 
Berkeley, California. 
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The Rev. William 
Val has been appointed - 
ministrative Secretary of 1 
Division of Interchurch . 
and Service to Refugees 
the World Council 
Churches. Mr. Du Val w 
work with Dr. Leslie ; 
an Associate General Sec 
tary of the World Coun 
and Director of the Division of Interchurch A 
His office will be at the headquarters of the Won 
Council of Churches in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Rev. Mr. Du Val is a graduate of Union Seminaz 
New York. During the year 1953-54 he took 
year’s leave to help with the World Council pref 
rations for the Evanston Assembly. 

He had previously served with the Amerid 
Field Service, attached to the British 14th Ars 
in Burma from 1943-45, and after the war 
joined California Téxas Oil (India) Ltd., a 
served in India as a marketing assistant. 


of the Division of Interchurch Aid and Serv 
to Refugees in Asia and Africa will be discuss| 

After the Gilbulla sessions, Committee me 
bers will fly to Melbourne, then to Canbes 
Tasmania, South Australia, and Queensland. 
each center there will be popular meetings < 
worship services. A Theological Teachers’ Ct 
ference and a national seminar on “Austré 
and the New Nations of Asia” will be held 
the University of Melbourne. : | 
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